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What Do I Do If Attacked In A Public Place?

Violence in public places has been steadily increasing. Unfortunately altercations often
occur in a public location, such as a bar or club, a store, or a park or public street. When an
attack occurs, what can you do to defend yourself and who is liable for any harm you suffer?

Self-Defense

The first concern when attacked is defending yourself, your family, and your possessions. As

a general rule, normal citizens are authorized to use force to defend themselves if they have

an objectively reasonable fear of harm to themselves or others. The force must typically be
commensurate to the level of threat, such that lethal force would only be acceptable if the threat
of serious bodily injury or death appears possible. If, for example, someone is merely threatening
to smack another person, then such a level of force would no longer be considered self-defense.

However, a growing number of states have begun to allow increasingly asymmetric
responses to threats from others. This has been done in response to interest groups who suggest
that it is difficult to gauge whether a response is reasonable when not experienced in the heat
of the moment. As a result, a growing number of states allow for a subjective standard when
analyzing whether a response was a reasonable self-defense (i.e., whether the defender believed
in his or her own mind at the time of the incident that the threat was one warranting a particular
level of violence in self-defense).

Historically, when confronted in a public place, if it was possible to flee the situation, that
was one’s legal obligation. This is still the case in many states. But, a recent trend has seen a
number of states enacting so-called “stand your ground” legislation. These laws remove the legal
requirement to withdraw from a confrontation when possible, authorizing people to meet force
with reasonable force up to, and including, lethal violence.

@ ”Eﬁfﬁm“ﬁ?%f‘Eii [E .




Because these laws vary so widely, and their interpretations are equally varied, it is
important that anyone curious about these issues contact either a law enforcement agency or an
attorney for more information. You can find a list of attorneys in your area by visiting HG.org and
using the lawyer search service.

Who is Liable for Injuries Resulting from Attacks in Public Places?

For many, this question can be just as complicated as the self-defense laws. When an attack
occurs in a public place, there are a number of parties who may be legally responsible.

Of course, the attacker is the party most responsible. That person will have primary liability
in any civil lawsuit. But, if the individual is a minor, his or her parents or legal guardians may be
the ones required to pay for the minor’s misconduct.

If the attack occurred on property owned by another, there may be liability on the part of
the property owner. Did that individual or entity do what it should have to protect people from
possible violence? Did it have any sort of security in place? Was law enforcement called in a
timely manner? Was the property owner’s response appropriate for the circumstances? Did the
property owner (or the owner’s insurance carrier) pay for any injuries or property damage caused
in the event? All of these factors and more may determine whether the property owner owes the
victim any compensation for injuries or damages suffered as a result of the attack.

If the attack occurred on public property, such as a park, street, or in a public building,
liability it is even more cloudy. Usually the government is not liable for these events unless it
knew, or should have known, that such attacks were likely but failed to take action. Thus, a fight
in the street is less likely to trigger liability on the part of the government than a fight in a secured
building, like a courthouse. The same questions will arise (as in the case of any other property
owner) as to whether the government acted appropriately in responding to the threat of violence
on its property.




Where to Start?

If you or someone you know has been attacked in a public place, the first thing to do is call the
police. Failing to notify law enforcement can actually impair your ability to make civil claims later for
injuries or damages suffered in the attack. If injured, you should also seek medical attention. Some
states may limit recovery if an injury is not treated within a set period of time after an incident.

Once the immediate threat has passed, it would be wise to consult with an attorney. An
attorney will not only be able to help you understand your legal rights and possible bases for legal
action, but should be able to advise you about possible threats of counter-suit or criminal charges if
you employed any sort of violence in self-defense.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The SDF is a fund sponsored by membership in the
Association For Legal Gun Defense, with litigation
“junk yard dog” attorneys in all 50 states providing
our members with an aggressive attack-dog style
criminal or civil defense for the use of any weapon
in self-defense.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Mail Office Number: 682-238-8161 | Email: sdfmembers@gmail.com

Author Opinion & Advertiser Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in the SDF Perspective magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or
position of the association and/or officers, employees, successors, assigns, or advertisers. Any published text and/or advertised content provided
by the magazine writers, freelance authors, and/or advertisers are of their opinion only.

Legal Disclaimer

The content in this magazine are for general informational purposes only and are not for the purpose of providing legal advice. You should
contact an attorney directly to obtain advice with respect to any particular issue or problem. Your use of or interpretation of the articles, opinions
expressed, advertisements, or click through on any of the e-mail and/or links contained within this magazine do not create an attorney-client
relationship and the recipient and/ or reader of this publication.



How to submit an article for publication
SDF PERSPECTIVE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Submit an Article or Cartoon
We accept articles or cartoons related to self-defense, gun review topics, patriotic, as well as
submissions on any related aspect of the law.

Where to submit
E-mail submissions (Word documents (.doc, .docx, attached to your e-mail message) submit to
sdfmembers@gmail.com

Word count and specifics

Submit 1,000 words or less, unless other arrangements are made with the editor. Include a brief bio
at the end of every submission, describing who you are and how you can be contacted. Include your
name, mailing address and phone with all submissions. Include a photo of yourself for use online with
your bio. We do not guarantee your submission will be published. Cartoon 3.625” X 4.75” PDF File.

Deadlines
Submissions are due on the 10th day of the month two months prior to the month of publication
(January 10 for the March edition, for example).

Letters to The Editor

We welcome feedback from our readers via e-mail to sdfmembers@gmail.com. Include your name,
address and phone number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. We do not guarantee their
publication.

The Fine Print

By submitting your article or cartoon, you certify that you wrote the subject matter and that it does
not contain content shared without the permission of another author. Submitting an article or cartoon
does not guarantee publication. SDF reserves the right to edit article text submissions. All copyrights
remain with the author. The publisher assumes no liability for unsolicited art, photos, manuscripts or
other material. There is no remuneration paid for any submitted or published cartoon or article.

Articles vs. Advertising

Many of our articles are written by professional practitioners about their own field of practice. We
hope that an engaging well-written piece will encourage readers to naturally want to find out more and
the way to do this may be through visiting their website etc. We discourage you from using an article
to heavily promote your own work or events.



